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For the Youth’s Companion. 
LETTERS TO A YOUNG LADY.—No. II. 
B——, Nov. 29, 1822. 
My dear L———, 

If the world bein truth a vain thing, and 
“this life a dream, an empty show,” wisdom 
will direct us to have as little connexion with 
its fashions and its devotees, as is consistent 
with the discharge of relative duties. It is im- 
portant that we place ourselves entirely beyond 
the outermost, limits of that vortex, which swal- 
lows up in its wide abyss things sacred and pro- 
fane together, if they come within its reach; 
and what is the company of the gay and un- 
concerned, who will solicit your friendship and 
profess to feel themselves honored when you 
consent to pass those hours in amusement or 
unmeaning sociability, which would turn to 
better account ifdevoted to God and the Bible? 
Isit not the lure that your great adversary em- 
ploysto draw you into a whirl of vanity, from 
which there is scarce a possibility of redemp- 
tion? I donot suppose that you mingle to any 
great extent with those who are thoughtless of 
any thing but pleasure; yet do you not mingle 
so much with those who feel that uncommon 
seriousness~is a disparagement to any one’s 
gharacter, as to fear that you should forfeit their 
friendship and ‘encounter their frowns, if you 
were seriously to engage. in working out your 
own salvation? Believe me—you are here in 
imminent danger. Your young friends are 
amiable; their society is congenial to your 
taste; they are indeed destitute of the ‘one 
thing needful,’”’ but they reverence religion, and 
vou know not how to part withthem! O my 
friend! Is it hdrder to part with them than 
with immortality? Is it harder to-bear their 
neglect, or even their marked displeasure, than 
to bear the frowns of the Eternal? Allow that 
you are cast off from them, and despised as 
foolish for your resolution to choose the Lord 
as your portion—allow that they ‘“‘ cast out 
your name as evil,” and ever indulge toward 
you the spirit of persecuting madness—are 
there no consolations in Christ, no comforts 
in his love, no bowels and mercies in the 
stints, to fill up the little void created by the 
separation of your worldly friends? 

But, is it certain that you would be left of all 
your present companions, if you should set your 
face toward Zion? How know you that they 
have not at this moment some misgivings of 
conscience—some secret conviction of sin— 
some forebodings of impending evil, and some 
stifled desires after the favor of God? How 
know you, that if you should say to them, “I 
must forego your loved society ; I must turn my 
eyes toward another world and henceforth serve 
Him who died for my sins and yours”—how 
know youthat they would not reply to you— 
. you are wise; so we have thought and 
half resolved—now we will go with you—the 
God you seek, we will seek also, and we will 
hot separate from each other, but press forward 
together for the prize of glory.” Is it impossi- 

le that you might thus lead others by the hand 
toward heaven, as soon as you resolve to bend 
your own course thither? O no. Many in- 
stances | have known, where the fixed resolu- 
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kindly expressed, has prepared the way for the 
return of numbers unto God. 


barred forever the friendship you have hitherto 
most valued. Their loss, is your gain. To be 
taken up by Jesus, when his enemies forsake 
you, will be blessedness indeed! None but friends 
of Christ can comfert you on the bed of sickness 
and death. None but those who have learned by 
experience the consolations of religion can effect- 
ually administer them to you, when the world is 
vanishing & Eternity approaching. In all the dis- 
ciples of Jesus you will find fast friends, bound to 
you by every cord that bmds them to their Saviour. 

Moreover, if you find it difficult now to sun- 
der the bonds that unite you to those that love 
not Jesus, you ought to be aware that the diffi- 
culty will every day increase—because, those 
bonds are gaining strength, and your heart is 
yielding more and more to the pressure of obliga- 
tions laid on you by the kindnesses you receive 
from them. Never can you loosen yourself 
from every improper tie to the world, so easily 
and effectually as at the present time ; and nev- 
er—no never—will you repentof a resolution, 
made at once and persevered in, that God shall 
have what is his due—your “ whole heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.” 

Ido not know, but I have merely repeated 
some of the ideas stated in my former letter ; if 
so you willexcuse me, as I retain no copies ; 
and you will receive what I write as dictated 
by the purest friendship, and most ardent de- 
sire for your everlasting welfare. Think not 
the subject a gloomy one—you do not think it 
a trivial one—and I have only to beg that you 
will pray over it, and resolve to give the Lord 
no rest, till by the Spirit he convince you of the 
world’s vanity, and guide you to that “ straight 
gate” which opens on the way to Heaven. I 
hope not to weary you, and when I write again, 
ask God that my mind may be directed to 
some profitable train of thoughts. 

Yours affectionately. R.S. S——. 

P. S. Is not the coming Sabbath the day of 
Communion in your church ?—When you see 
your father, your mother, your sister there, and 
reflect that you are se/f excluded, will you not 
inguire, “* Why am not I a guest?’ Can you be 
willing that an eternal separation shall take 
place between you and those you love as “‘ bone 
of your bone, and flesh of your fissh?”—-God 
grant, dear L —, that you may not remain 
plinpenitent one Sabbath more. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


REV. PLINY FISK, 
LATE MISSIONARY 1N PALESTINE. 


Pury Fisk was, from early youth, distin- 
guished by an engaging disposition, and unu- 
saal sobriety. Though generally disinclined to 
youthful vanities, he was not destitute of vivac- 
ity and humor. A prominent trait in his early 
character, and one that was distinct in his sub- 
sequent life, was persevering application.— 
Whatever the business might be, to which his 
attention was called, he did not shrink from it 
on account of difficulty or labor ; but promptly 
applied himself to it, and persevered till his 
work was done. Asa child he was faithful, 
dutiful, and affectionate. Pleasure as well as 




















But suppose the worst. Suppose you arc. 


duty moved him to meet wath readiness the! 


ition of a single individual thus frankly and | wishes of his parents; and he was one whom 


they fondly hoped to retain with them, to be 
the staff and solace of their declining years. 
Hence it was not without some reluctance that 
they listened to the expression of a desire on 
his part to receive a public education—an 
event which they had some reasons to antic 
pate from his early partiality for books and 
study. His literary advantages during the 
first seventeen years of his life, were confined 
to a common English school ; but these were 
diligently improved. Great industry and _per- 
severance characterized his earliest application 
to elementary studies. Soon he manifested a 
taste for mathematical science. His predilec- 
tion for this science was such, even in child- 
hood, that it was thought advisable for him to 
defer attention to it, till he had made compe- 
tent proficiency in the other elementary branch- 
es. He obtained permission, however, to de- 
vote his evenings during a winter quarter to 
the study of arithmetic, and at the close of the 
term he had acquired a good knowledge of the 
principal rules. 

The Christian example and counsel of pious 
parents made, at an early period, such deep im- 
pressions on his mind, as were favorable to the 
susceptibility of the stronger convictions of re- 
ligious truth. In his sixteenth year he was 
led to realize his lost condition, and. to feel 
that he must be in earnest about his salvation. 
After a season of pungent convictions and great 
anxiety of mind, he discovered with the eye of 
faith ‘the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
siuof the world,’ and believing he rejoiced 
with joy unspeakable. At this time he mani- 
fested a very thorough acquaintance with the 
operations of his heart, uncommon clearness in 
his religious views and feelings, and was able 
to give distinctly ‘areason of the hope’ he 
began to cherish. It was very soon perceived 
that his piety would be ardent and active. 

The following account of his religious expe- 
rience was written by himself about two years 
after he began to hope that he was a Christian. 

“ T consider the whole of my life till my six- 
teenth year, as having been one. continued 
course of rebellion against God. Not one holy 
afiection can I find by examination during the 
whole period. Never did my heart exercise 
any love for God—never was I willing that 
God should reign a Sovereign on his throne. 
I have even wishee there were no God, or that 
he would annul the penalties of guilt, and pro- 
claim impunity to offenders. As I was educa- 
ted ina religious family and heard much con- 
versation about the things of religion, 1 often 
felt alarmed at the prospect of dying in my sins, 
and going down to destruction. Such fears, 
however, though frequent, were of short dura- 
tion. Often did I resolve to become a pious, 
prayerful youth; but these resolutions were 
forgotten, as soon as I renewed my intercourse 
with thoughtless companions. Although con- 
vinced that delays are dangerous, yet I cher- 
ished the fond hope, that at some future period, 
when others should be seen turning to the 
Lord, or when the time of trial and distress 
should come, or when § was laid upon a dying 
bed, I should make my peace with God. So 
astonishing was my stupidity, that I supposed 
a few weeks of seriousness would, at af?™fatare 
time, ensure my Gonversion. Destitute of a 
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sense of dependence on the renewing influen-! ther, as I hope, the Lord was pleased to speak | 
ces of the Holy Spirit, | was trusting to works,! the word, that I might be healed. And, O how 


to be performed at a future day, and under the | sweet the joys of believing in Jesus! what pleas- 
influence of a carnal mind which is enmity | ures didst thou my soul realize, when the light 


against God. 


| of God’s countenance first shone upon thee? 


‘Ip the summer and autumn of 1807, it be-| What can compare with the joy and peace of 


ing a season of general stupidity among Chris- | 
tians, I indulged myself in sin with less re-} 
straint, than { had ever felt before. Neverdid 
the concerns of religion make so light impres- 
sions on my mind—I was busily employed in 
pluns of vain amusement and sinful pleasure. 
I longed to be released from the restraints of pa- 
rental authority, that I might feel more free to 
pursue my carcer of youthful folly ;—and yet I 
wished to avoid all those appearances that would 
lower me in the estimation of the sober part of 
society. But God in mercy did not suffer me to 
proceed to such lengths in wickedness, as my 
depraved heart would,unrestrained, have led me. 

‘While many professed Christians were thus 
sleeping, and the youth were pursuing their ca- 
reer of sin with unusual levity, a few of Zion’s 
friends, alarmed for the cause of religion and 
the souls of sinners, commenced a meeting for 
prayer. ‘l‘hough at first but few attended, the 
number soon increased ; and after afew weeks 
they were frequent and full. On the first day 
of Jan. 1808, I met an intimate associate, with 
whom I had spent much time in sin, and he thus 
addressed me ;—‘ Remember, you have an im- 
mortal soul that must exist beyond the grave 
either in happiness or woe!’—I knew not. till 
then of any change in his feelings. His ad- 
dress took hold of my heart; and after much 
reluctance, and many hard struggles fora few 
days, [determined to forsake the vanities of 
youth and seek religion. I endeavored care- 
fully to keep my mind on religious subjects, I 
read much, prayed often, and frequently attend- 
ed religious meetings. I began to conclude 
that I was a subject of genuine conviction and 
should soon be converted. 

‘« The person who first addressed me, after a 
seusou of anxious inquiry, which continued 
about three weeks, was relieved from his bur- 
den of anxiety and distress, and gave evidence 
of having ‘ passed from death unto life.’ This 
was to me a trying time. The hope of being 
soon relieved from my fears of hell had afford- 
ed me some comfu:t, which now was gone. I 
had been serious and anxious, quite as long, I 
iunagined, as persons generally were previously 
to conversion. But I did not feel, as I had ex- 
pected Ishould. I therefore began to fear that 
my expectations of being converted were delu- 
sive. This led me to more diligence and earn- 
estness. I began to think that what I had con- 
sidered conviction, was not; and that some- 
thing more was necessary to constitute a Chris- 
tian, than anxious thoughts, or convictions of 
sin. I now realized, in some measure, the pow- 
er of the doctrines of grace. I found myself 
to be ‘dead in trespasses and sins’—I had no 
heart to love God—I was vexed that a just God 
possessed all power, and would do his pleasure, 
without regard to the dictates of his creatures. 
During all this time, though wearisome days 
and nights were appointed me, I continued in 
rebellion against God, and refused to accept of 
mercy on the terms of the gospel. And I am 
fully persuaded that I should have continued in 
my sins, and rejected the Saviour, and grieved 
away the Spirit, had not God, of his own good 
pleasure, applied to my heart ‘the washing of 
regeneration & the renewing of the Holy Ghost.’ 

“«* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name,’ who was pleas- 
ed, as I humbly trust, to deliver me from the 
servitude of sin, in which I must otherwise 
have perished with the enemies of God. I 
had spent my living upon physicians, and when 
I was ‘nothing better, but rather grew worse,’ 








believing in Jesus? When compared with this, 
how mean are all the pleasures, which honor, 
wealth, power ,& sensual gratification can afford! 

* Could I command the spacious earth, 

And the more boundless sea ; 

For one blest hour at thy right hand 

I'd give them both away.’ 


“Give me ‘afiliction with the people of 
God,’ rather than ‘ the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son.’ Let the Lord be my God, and may I 
never be unfaithful in his cause. 1 devote my- 
self,O Lord, to thee. Wilt thou accept the 
offering? Cleanse me from my sins—save me 
from stupidity—keep me humble—prepare me 
for thy service, and make me an instrument of 
good in the world—may thy kingdom come, 
and thy will be done on earth as in heaven; 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.” 

After a season of trial and self-examination 
young Fisk professed religion, and was receiy- 
ed to the church in his native town, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Theophilus Packard, 
D.D. From this time he manifested a deep 
solicitude for the salvation of sinners, and of- 
ten exhorted, and affectionately urged them to 
immediate repentance. At an early period he 
was requested to assist in the services of private 
religious meetings, and his performances, 
though but a youth, were appropriate, judicious, 
and impressive. ‘To religious meetings of this 
kind he was always partial; and such was his 
facility of communication, his earnestness, and 
faithfulness, that he rendered them in a high 
degree profitable. Many will long remember, 
how on such occasions he warned them with 


entreaties and tears to be reconciled to God. 
[Bond’s Memoir. 








OBITUARY. 


From the American Sunday School Magazine. 
DEATH OF A SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER. 


Died in New York, on the 3d of Sept. Wil- 
liam Wade, aged 20. 








peculiar interest. It reminds us that another 
has been added tothe hosts of heaven, and en- 
forces the admonition, ‘‘ Arise, depart; for 
thisis not your rest.” His period of youth, 
had been marked -with sobriety, modesty and 
decision of character. Being possessed of a 
placid temper, his mind was seldom agitated 
by ill treatment or dissentions. 
18, while ata lecture room, on a certain even- 
ing, he exhibited unusual tenderness of con- 
science and was seen to weep. In a short 
time, however, these impressions were erased. 
Hearing of a youth’s prayer meeting, he attend- 
ed it, and was again overwhelmed with painful 
convictions of his sins. To this meeting he 
often alluded in his subsequent life, as being 
one which he should remember forever. In the 
course of a few weeks, hisanguish of mind was 


ed.”. After several months of peace and com- 


Christ. He also appeared to be deeply affect- 
ed in view of his obligations and his accounta- 
bility to God. ; 

When not engaged in his ordinary business, 
he frequently sought opportunities to do good 
by visiting poor ignorant families. But the 
sphere in which he was the most useful, was that 





of a Sabbath school teacher. To his mother, 
he said, ‘‘ What should I do, if it were not for 


The death of this young map isan event of 


At the age of 


allayed by a view of the blessedness and glory of 
God,and by that “hope which maketh not asham- 


fort, he became a member of the church of 


my Sabbath school? What else can I do go 
profitably for the kingdom of Christ? ©! how 
{ delight to glorify God in this business ! How 
dear the teachers aretome!” He was not only 
a punctual, but a successful teacher. He took 
special pains after hearing the scripture lesson 
of his class, to explain it and to enforce it upon 
their consciences. Every moment in which 
he was with them seemed to be employed fo; 
their spiritual benefit; and he never seemed to 
be more happy than when praying and con. 
versing with them and their parents at their re. 
spective homes. He was evidently a rich bles. 
sing to them, and they delighted to welcome 
him as a devoted servant of God. The illness 
which terminated his life, was short, and was 
attended at times with spasms and mental de. 
rangement. ‘There were certain intervals, 
however, in which he stated the exercises of 
his mind and his future prospects. ‘To several 
persons, he said, ‘“ When will our church 
awake! the members ought notto be so stupid 
I feel a distress for them. I wish our pastor 
would call a gercral meeting of the church and 
congregation, to pray for a revival, and to see 
ifsomething cannot be done.” As he had no 
expectations of recovery, he requested that the 
pupils of bis class might be sent for, that he 
might see their faces once more and impart to 
them his dying message. This request was 
granted. When they had cometo his bedside, 
he at first took them by the hand, and after- 
wards clasped his arms around their necks and 
thus addressed them: “ You will not probably 
see me again. Be good children. Always at- 
tend your Sabbath school, and seek to be in- 
structed. Like me you will soon die. O be 
prepared for it.” This address was spoken 
with so much solicitude, affection and tender- 


made them weep as iftheir very hearts would 
bleed and break. With his arms in the same 
position, he offered up a fervent prayer that 
they might be under the divine protection, and 
might be converted to God. He then took 
leave of them, that he might enter eternity. 
His mother afterwards came to him, and he 
said, ‘‘ Mother, do not be anxious about this 
poor body—this dying body ; for ‘ my life is hid 
with Christ in God.’ The Lord will do that 
which is for the best. I am willing to depart. 
Ishould have no wish to live, if it were not for 
you.” When his mind was deranged, his 
thoughts and conversation were chiefly in re- 
ference to the heavenly world. On the even- 
ing preceding his death, he told his mother, 
that he longed to go to heaven, and that he 
would go, if she would only resign him into 
the hands of God. She immediately intimated 
to him that she had resigned him. His frame 
of mind was afterwards serene and happy. On 
the day of his departure! he endeavoured to 
speak several times, but could not on account 
of his rattling in the throat and his severe 
spasms. From his holy life, and from that 
faith which crowned his expiring breath, we 
have reason to infer, that his “‘end was peace, 
and his immortality, blessedness.”’ A. J 


For the Youth’s Companion. 

Drowned, in Holliston, 5th inst. Henry, the 
only son of Nathan and Caroline Wiswell, aged 
7. The deceased was returning from school 
with two other boys of about the same age, and 
in crossing a mill pond on the ice, it gave way 
and carried him under it. Before any assis 
tance could be obtained, life was so far gone, 
thatall endeavors to restore it were in vail. 
By this providence the parents have been de- 
prived of a child who promised them all that 
could be anticipated from the bloom and inno 
cence of youth. He exhibited indications of a 
vigorous and superior mind, associated with 








ness, and with sach a faltering voice, thatit . 
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manners modest and unassuming, and a dispo- | etous of gain, fierce, crucl, and in their wars | sorry Il have been so careless; I am sorry I 

sition mild and amiable. This afflicting occur- | even addicted to cannibalism. They are, for) have been so bold; Iam sorry Ido not love 
: i . ° x : : é 

rence it is hoped will cause children to reflect, | the most part, polygamists, seldom submit to; the Lord Jesus Christ more; 1 love you and 























now often their lives are unwisely hazarded by 


playing upon the ice; and induce both parents 
and children to guard against the danger. 











NATURAL HISTORY. 


DIFFERENT RACES OF MEN.—[Continued.] 
COPPER-COLOURED RACE. 


The copper-coloured race is composed of the 
aboriginal American tribes that occupy the re- 
gious which intervene between Quebec, the 
Mississippi, and California, on one hand, and 
the straits of Magellan, on the other. Their 
forehead is very short and depressed; their 
eyes sunk; the nose somewhat broad, the nos- 
trils very open: the hair black and lank ; the 
skin of a red copper tint, and thinly scattered 
with hairs, which they pluck out. Their 
countenance is generally broad; their cheeks 
are elevated ; their bodies muscular; their as- 
pects wild and savage. They frequently paint 
their bodies, and are found uffked even in Jati- 
tudes in which a considerable degree of cold 
prevails. Their more northerly hordes are cour- 
ageous & warlike, outrageous in revenge, & ca- 
pable of enduring torture with a firmness and 
composure unknown to the generality of man- 
kind. They worship idols, called manitous, 
and also pay homage to the sun and stars, 
When the Spaniards first landed in America, 
they found two extensive empires existing, 
that, namely, of the Incas or Peruvians, and 
that of Mexico; but a handful of European 
adventurers sufficed for their subyersion, and 
butchered many thousands of Americans. The 
Spanish historians have probably exaggerated 
the opulence, splendour and resources of these 
semi-barbarous states; for the vaunted Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians were ignorant of the use of 
iron, coin, and alphabetical writing, and pro- 
per clothing ; and they consecrated virgins to 
the sun, and immolatez men to their sanguiary 
deities. At the southern extremity of Ameri- 
ca, we find the Patagonians, a nomadic horde, 
almost naked, or covered with skins, who sub- 
sist on the produce of the chase, devour the raw 
flesh of seals, and who have beerr falsely repre- 
sented as a race of giants. All the idolatrous 
American Indians indulge in polygamy, de- 
light in war, hunting, fishing, the parade of 
ornament, and spirituous liquors. They are 
alert and indefatigable in their long marches, 
but phlegmatic, vindictive, and patient under 
torment. They elect chieftains, or caciques, 
itom among themselves, and are governed in 
the form of petty and rude republics, by their 
respective usages. 

‘ DARK BROWN RACE. 

The people who compose the dark-brown 
race are generally called Malays from the pen- 
insula of Malacca, whence they derive their 
chieforigin. Their forehead is depressed, but 
rounded : the nose full and broad, thick at the 
extremity, and the nostrils widely separated; 
the mouth is very large; the cheek-bones mod- 
erately high; the upper jaw somewhat less pro- 
jecting than in the negro, but more so than in 
the Calmuc ; the facial angle from about 80 to 
85; the hair thick, and pretty long and soft ; 
tscolour and that of the eyes, always black. 

his race, which seems to form a link between 
those of the Mongolians and negroes, occurs in 
the interior of the island of Madagascar, in Cey- 
lon, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, the peninsula of 
Malacca, and in most of the islands of the In- 
dian Archipelago, as well as in New-Zealand, 
the South Sea Islands, &c. They are an ac- 
nro Sea-faring people, epgrossed in petty: traf 
Acking, or brokerage, bold, crafty, eagerly cov- 





clothing, and, like many other naked. savages,! papa very much, but I think I love Him more 








paint or tatoo their skins. 
sort of childish idolatry, little elevated above 
that of the negroes ; and their political consti- 
tutions have the semblanee of feudal republics. 
Their language is uncommonly vocal. 


[To be continued.} 
LESS 


THE NURSERY. 




















For the Youth’s Companion. 
VISIT OF THE WISE MEN TO JESUS. 


When Jesus was born, a bright new star ap- 
peared in the sky, toshow men that the Prince 
of Peace had come into the world. 

Some wise men in the east, in Persia, saw 
the star, and they knew that it shone because 
Jesus was born. 

They came therefore, with haste, to Jerusa- 
lem, full of joy; to see the infant Saviour. 

Whereis he? saidthey. Whereis the young 
king of the Jews?) We have seen his star in. 
our country ; and we are come to bow before 
him, and to offer him presents. 

When Herod, the wicked king of Judea, 
heard what the wise men said, he was afraid, 
for he thought that Jesus would take his xing- 
dom from him. 

He invited the chief men to come and see 
him, and to tell him where Jesus should be 
born. 

And they answered, he shall be born in Beth- 
lehem, (a city six miles from Jerusalem,) as has 
been told in the Old Testament. | 

Then Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem, 
to find the young child; and he told them to 
bring him word when they had found him, that 
he might come and bow before him also. 

They set out, and lo, the star moved before 


.them until it came and stood over the house 


where the infant Jesus was in his mother’s lap. 
The wise men were very glad; they went 
into the heuse, saw Mary with her child, and 
they bowed before him. 
Afterwards they opened their treasures, and 
gave the young prince rich gifts. 


IT SOOTHS MY SORROWS. 


I preached a sermon lately from Mat. xxi: 
22. “ And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” It was 
occasioned by the death of a little boy, about 
eight years old. 

Some time ago he had attended public wor- 
ship with his mother, and the minister preach- 
ed from the text above mentioned.—As they 
returned home, he said, ‘‘ Mother, that was a 
very solemn text to-day, was it not? The 
minister seemed to stop, that the people might 
send up their prayers. I should think, moth- 
er, that = ody asked the Lord for some- 
thing!” . ‘Well, my dear,” said his mother, 
** what did you ask for, yourself?” ‘ O,” said 
he, ‘I prayed, and said, ‘ Lord let thy will be 
done concerning me.’” She was struck with 
this at the time, as. he was unwell; but still 
more so a few days afterwards, for his illness 
increased, and the fifth day he expired. One 
day, during the interval between the sermon 
and his death, she was repeating that hymn, 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, 

“* To the believer’s ear; 
** It sooths his sorrows, healshis wounds, ° 
“ And drives away his fear.” 

“‘Mamma,” exclaimed he, “do read that 
verse till I'can repeat it; it is the sweetest 
hymn I ever heard. Oh, it sooths my sorrows.” 
“ My dear, what sorrows have you? does your 
head pain you very bad?” ‘“‘ Yes, but it is not 
that. Tam sorry I have been peevish ; I am 











Their religion is a| than both of you; yet I feel sorry that I do not 


love Him more, for His name sooths my ser- 
rows.” [Children’s Friend. 


-eon— 
“T WILL TRY.” 

“When that resolution is formed,” said I, to 
a little girl, one fine Sabbath morning, “ your 
lesson is half learned.” She was rather afraid 
to undertake to learn the 11th chapter of He- 
brews; 40 verses! ‘Thatis a great many 
more than Lever learned before, ma’am ; yet 1 
should very much like to know it, because you 
say I ought to understand the meaning of faith.” 

“Now, my little girl,” saidI, “you have a 
good opportunity of exercising faith upon a very 
simple occasion: you must believe that you 
can learn this chapter, and then I am sure you 
will not fail in your undertaking. And, when 
you have learned these forty verses, you may 
still further exercise your faith, by believing 
that God is able, and I trust He will sce it 
gocd, to sanctify and bless them to your ever- 
lasting benefit. They may prove good seed, 
scattered on the good ground of your young heart, 
(for I hope it is now prepared to receive instruc- 
tion,) and they may bring forth a hundred fold 
to the praise and glory of your God, and to 
your own salvation. Ido not fear, now you 
have said, you will ¢ry, but that you will next 
Sabbath day, repeat your chapter very correctly.’ 

The good girl did so, and will never forget 
the use of those words at the beginning of this 
little piece: “I win rry.” ib. 


aEas 








MISCELLANY. 
From the Wesleyon Methodist Magazine. 
A NARROW ESCAPE. . 
A few days ago, three youths procured a boat 
on the Sabbath day, intending to sail for pleas- 
ure round the vessels lying off the port of Bas- 
seterre, in the: Island of St. Christopher’s; but 
the wind and tide being too strong, they could 
not manage the boat, and were driven from the 
island. When night came on they were miss- 
ing. A lady, with whom one of the boys resi- 
ded, immediately sent offa vessel in search of 
the boat, and ofthe hapless youths. The cap- 
tain judged by the wind and current how the 
boat was drjven, and proceeded accordingly. 
The next day’I and my colleague called on this 
lady, and found her in great distress. After 
some conversation, we prayed, and besought 
the Lord, if the youths were still alive, to direct 
the vessel towards them,& save them froma wa- 
tery grave. Another night was passed in dread 
anxiety. On the next morning the vessel ap- 
peared, with the boat and youths. ‘The cap- 
tain found them drifting in the open main ; the 
boat at the mercy of the wind and waves; the 
boys quite exhausted, and without provisions ; 
and a shark following the boat, watching for 
his prey. From the captain we learn, that he 
saw and rescued them at the very hour (five in 
the evening; when we were offering our pray- 
ers to Almighty God in their behalf, atthe la- 
dy’s house. One of them said that he had re- 
signed himself for death; and that, when he 
was in iinmediate prospect of eternity, the ex- 
hortations he had formerly heard came forcibly 
tohis mind. This occurrence, in which the 
mercy of God is so strikingly manifest, conveys 
much instruction. Had it not been for the 
special interference of divine Providence, these 
youths .must, for their Sunday’s excursion, 
have paid the forfeit of their lives. 
Under any circumstances, death is an occa- 
sion of alarm; but to be overtakemby the king 
of terrors, in the act of mispending the sacred 











140 


YOUTHS COMPANION. 
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hours of the Lord’s day, is a calamity the most | 
appalling, and may well awaken in the con- | 
science the remembrance of pious exhortations | 
which have been unhappily disregarded. To 
this calamity all those persons are exposed, 
who employ any part of the Sabbath in jour- 
neysof pleasure. or in secular business. ‘‘ Re- 
member the Sabbath day ,that thou keep it holy.” 
JonaTUAN CADMAN. 
St. Christopher's, June 4th, 1827. 
— —ee—- 

Associations of mind in children—I used to 
spend an hour, on Sabbath afternoon, in going 
over with some part of the Bible,with Charles & 
Samuel, endeavouring to draw such a picture 
of the various transactions as to take hold of 
their feelings. About the time in which we 
were going over the first part of the Acts, 
Charles and Samuel were much engaged in 
mock military operations. S. had a paper cap 
and belt and wooden sword, which he called 
his uniform, and which constituted his whole 
stock of property. In repeating the story to 
me when we came to the account of the Chris- 
tians selling their property, he said—* they 
sold every thing they had, their uniform and 
all.” He considered this probably as the very 
ne plus ultra of self denial. 
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CHILDREN AT SCHOOL.—[Continued.} 
The children and youth who attend school, 
very seldom know what great blessings they 
enjoy. Someofthem think it is quite a task 
to go; and many more go to little purpose, be- 
cause they do not know the worth of learning, 
and so let the precious season slip away with- 
out making much progress in study. Now we 
““vant that all who have this privilege, should 
value it highly, and improve it with great dili- 
gence. For this end, we shall confer with our 
readers this week on the great privilege of at- 
tending srhool ‘ 

There are millions of children in the world, 
who never attend school. In some large coun- 
tries, there is not a single school-house,.or one 
person to collect the children together and in- 
struct them. Their parents teach them very 
little at home. Indeed, there are some coun- 
tries where there are no books, or manuscripts; 
and where not. one of all the inhabitants could 
read them if they hadthem. The people must 
then be very ignorant, both young and old. 
They are always children in knowledge, and 
scarcely know more than some of the wiser 
brutes. They have none of the refinements of 
life, and very few of its comforts. It is not 
wonderful that they are wicked in their con- 
duot to each other, and that they worship dumb 
idols instead of God. What would be the con- 
dition of our young friends, if they should be 
carried far away from the house of God, from 
their Sabbaths and Bibles, from their schools 
and their books; and have no more means of 

_ knowledge than the heathen children? God, 
in his kind providence, has made them to dif- 
fer. O may they improve their blessings, of 


to school. In some states there are no schools, 
except here and there a scattering one for the 
children of the rich. In some towns and cities 
wherethere are schools, there are children, 
whose parents are too poor to procure them 


the privilege. Some children have wicked or 
thoughtless parents, who do not wish them to 
get knowledge and wisdom, and sothey never 
teach them or send them where they will be 
taught by others. These grow up like heath- 
en, in the midst of the light and privileges of 
this favored country. But our readers are not 
placed in any of these situations. Let them 
remember what a price is put into their hands 
to get wisdom, and give their whole heart to the 
pursuit of it. 

Even in New England, a few years since, 
the schools were far less numerous and useful 
than they are now. Many aged people now 
living, when they were young, had no such 
means of knowledge as our youth have in al- 
most any. town at present. Ifthey had schools 
they were very short ; their teachers themselves 
knew but little; and their whole list of books 
comprized only the Bible, a psalter, a psalm 
book, & Dilworth’s spelling-book. Those who 
were children at school but twenty or twenty- 
five years ago, can tell their children of great 
additions which have since been made to the 
privileges of the school-room. Our children 
ought surely to know more than their fathers, 
and be wiser than their teachers, when they 
shall come forward to use their knowledge in 
active life. And ifthey would be so, they must 
read, and think, and study while they are 
young. 

Young persons are apt to think, that their 
studies are of no use ; and they do not under- 
stand what the benefit will ever be. There- 
fore they cannot get their feelings engaged, 
and drag along very heavily. But they should 


who are now reading these remarks, have had 
such feelings. 


ing and one who has not. 


ever he wishes. 
way of trade. 


and is considered a wise man. 


most common occasions. 
an ignorant man, and others know that he is 








which their schools for learning are a very 
great and precious part, so that they may be- 
come wise and good in the present life, and be 
happy after they die. 

There are thousands of children in this 














persons who have knowledge. 





country, who have little or no opportunity to go 


when you are young. 


clothing and books, and they are deprived of | 


think, as doubtless their parents and teachers 
often tell them, that they will find the use of it 
when they grow up. Suppose some of you 


Now only look at two persons 
whom you have often seen, one who has learn- 
The first can read 
every thing thathe chooses and so is ever learn- 
ing from books, and the periodical publications. 
He can write letters, and accounts, and what- 
He can recon money rapidly, 
and every thing he has occasion to do in the 
He can transact business with 
any body, can appear well in any company, 
But the other, 
who never learned so much as to write his 
name, or read a book im his own language, is 
often put to shame on that account; and is 
obliged to ask the assistance of others on the 
He feels that he is 


so that he is neither happy nor useful among 
Now which 
would you rather be, when you grow up to man- 
hood; an ignorant man, or a man of knowl- 
edge? You will bethen, what you try to be 
You will be ignorant 


en, 








and debased, though you have great opportuni- 
ties now, if you do not diligently improve them, 
You will obtain sufficient knowledge for every 
important purpose, if you improve your preci- 
ious time, love your books, and strive with lj 
your might to learn while your school conti- 
nues. And if you would be wise, remember 
every day that your years of childhood will soon 
be gone, and your period of study will come to 
an end. 























From the London Forget Me Not. 
THE SISTER’S DREAM.—By Mrs. Hemass. 
She sleeps!—but not the free and sunny sleep 

That lightly on the brow of childhood lies; 

Though happy be her rest, and soft, and deep, 

Yet, ere it sank upon her shadow’d eyes, 

Thoughts of past scenes and kindred graves o’erswept. 
Her soul’s meek stillness—she had prayed and wepi. 
And now in visions to her couch they come, 

The early lost—thg beautiful—the dead— 

That unto her bequeath’d a mournful home, 

Whence with their voices all sweet laughter fled. 
They rise—the sisters of her youth arise, 

As from the world where no frail blossom dies. 

And well thé sleeper knows them not of earth— 

Not as they were when binding up the flowers, 
Telling wild legends round the winter-hearth, 
Braiding their long fair hair for festal hours;— 
These things are past—a spiritual gleam, 

A solemn glory, robes them in that dream. 

Yet if the glee of life’s fresh budding years 

In those pure aspects may no more be read, 
Thence, too hath sorrow metted—and the tears 
Which o’er their mother’s holy dust they shed 
Are all effaced;-- there earth hath left no sign, 

Save its deep love, still touching every line: 


But oh, more soft, more tender, breathing more 
A thought of pity than in vanish’d days; 
While hov’ring silently and brightly o’er 
‘The lone one’s head, they meet her spirit’s gaze 
With their immortal eyes they seem to say, 
‘Yet sister! yet we love thee—come away !”’ 
*T will fade, the radiant dream! and will she not 
Wake with more painful yearning at her heart ? 
Will not her home seem a yet lonelier spot, 
Her tasks more sad, when those bright shadows part? 
And the green summer after them look dim, 
And sorrow’s tone be in the bird’s wild hymn? 
But lether hope be strong! and let the dead 

Visit her soul in heaven’s calm beauty still ! 
Be their names utter’d, be their memory spread 

Yet round the place they never more may fill! 
All is not over with earth’s broken tie— 
Where, where should sisters love, ifnot on high * 

e—- 
CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 
Sung in a Sabbath School, Dec. 30, 1827. 

Father of Mercy, God of Grace! 
To infant voices bend thine ear: 
O teach our hearts to sing thy praise— 
Thy smile to seek—thy frown to fear. 


‘“‘ Forbid them not,” once Jesus said, 
When Children sought the Saviour’s arms : 
O may our hearts by grace be led 

To know his love, and own his charms. 


Great God! thy goodness we adore, 

That with rich blessings crowns our dajs: 
Rise, rise our hearts! our anthems soar 

In joyful strains, and grateful praise. 


When we review thy mercies, Lord, 
And know how vile our lives have been, 
We ask new grace, to learn thy word, 
And war with each besetting sin. 


May with the year the world expire— 
Vice—folly—vanity be gone; 

Our hearts grow warm in one desire— 
To live to God-—and God alone. 
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